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So what causes global warming?
Life can exist on earth because of the Earth’s natural greenhouse effect, which 
keeps our air at a relatively warm temperature compared to other planets.  Solar 
radiation passes through the Earth’s atmosphere and warms the Earth’s surface.  
The excess solar radiation is supposed to bounce off the Earth’s surface and radiate 
back into space.  But what happens now instead is that all these excess 
greenhouse gases (like carbon dioxide) trap the excess solar radiation in the 
t h d l d t hi h t tatmosphere and lead to higher average temperatures. 
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As you can see from this line graph, global warming in the last 100 years has 
caused about a 0.74 °C (1.33 °F) increase in global average temperature (IPCC –
Fourth Assessment Report)
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